
 

COMPANY PROFILECOMPANY PROFILECOMPANY PROFILECOMPANY PROFILE    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

V&L LANDSCAPE ARCHIV&L LANDSCAPE ARCHIV&L LANDSCAPE ARCHIV&L LANDSCAPE ARCHITETETETECTSCTSCTSCTS    
 

 

  

Postal Address:Postal Address:Postal Address:Postal Address:    PO Box 36723,  Menlo Park,  0102    

Physical Address:Physical Address:Physical Address:Physical Address:    347 Charles Street / Justice Mahomed Street,  Brooklyn,  Pretoria    

Tel:Tel:Tel:Tel:    (012) 346 1289    

Fax:Fax:Fax:Fax:    (012) 346 1292    

EEEE----MailMailMailMail:    vrl@vrl.co.za    

Web siteWeb siteWeb siteWeb site    www.vrl.co.za 



 

 02-Mar-15 

2

PRACTICE HISTORYPRACTICE HISTORYPRACTICE HISTORYPRACTICE HISTORY    

 

 

The history of V&L Landscape Architects 

dates back to 1975.  Through the years, 

the practice has operated under the 

directorship of respected names in the 

Landscape Architectural profession, such 

as Professor Willem van Riet, Johan Louw 

and Peter Velcich. 

 

The company started as    Willem Van Riet Willem Van Riet Willem Van Riet Willem Van Riet 

Landscape Architects CCLandscape Architects CCLandscape Architects CCLandscape Architects CC, and was later 

renamed as Van Riet & LouwVan Riet & LouwVan Riet & LouwVan Riet & Louw Landscape Landscape Landscape Landscape 

ArchitArchitArchitArchitects CCects CCects CCects CC.  The company now 

operates as V&L Landscape ArchitectsV&L Landscape ArchitectsV&L Landscape ArchitectsV&L Landscape Architects, 

with Johan LouwJohan LouwJohan LouwJohan Louw (PrLarch, MILASA, 

SACLAP) as director. 

 

V&L Landscape Architects’ V&L Landscape Architects’ V&L Landscape Architects’ V&L Landscape Architects’ philosophy is 

based on the idea of harnessing the 

power of nature to inform the science of 

ecological planning and landscape 

architecture.  The company further 

developed a unique planning process, 

resulting in the implementation of highly 

successful and sustainable landscape and 

environmental projects. 

The same process was applied to tourism 

planning and urban design, now forming 

a substantial addition to V&L’s expertise.  

 

The quality of service provided has 

always been, and remains to date, of the 

highest standard in the industry. 
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COMPANY RESOURCESCOMPANY RESOURCESCOMPANY RESOURCESCOMPANY RESOURCES    

 

 
Situated in Brooklyn, Pretoria, the 

practice holds the capacity for 

excellent service provision within the 

wide spectrum of the landscape 

architectural profession. 

 

Aside from the partner, V&L Landscape 

Architects is supported by in-house 

landscape architects, environmental 

professionals, tourism planners, 

technicians, and administrative staff: 

 

Rodney BrownRodney BrownRodney BrownRodney Brown (BL Pret, MUD Wits 

[incomplete], L Arch, MILASA); joined 

the firm in 1989 and specializes in 

Integrated Development Planning, 

Landscape Design and Implementation 

and Environmental Management. 

 

Johalize Koch Johalize Koch Johalize Koch Johalize Koch (BL Pret) joined the firm in 

1998 and specializes in Master Planning, 

Landscape Design, Urban Design, 

Construction Drawing, Contract 

Administration and Implementation. 

    

Ralene van der Walt Ralene van der Walt Ralene van der Walt Ralene van der Walt (ML Prof) joined the 

firm in 2013 and does Master Planning, 

Landscape Design, Construction 

Drawing, Contract Administration and 

Implementation and 3D modelling    

Kim DeanKim DeanKim DeanKim Dean    (BSc Landscape Architecture) 

joined the firm in 2013 and does Master 

Planning, Landscape Design, 

Construction Drawing, Contract 

Administration and Implementation. 

    

Ingrid van Staden Ingrid van Staden Ingrid van Staden Ingrid van Staden (BA Pret) joined the 

firm in 1988 and heads the 

Administrative and Financial Department. 

 

Paul GwekwePaul GwekwePaul GwekwePaul Gwekwe, Office assistant, joined 

the firm in 2012.    

 

V&L Landscape Architects’ multi-

disciplinary approach enables the 

company to be actively involved in all 

phases of a project, from Baseline Data 

Surveys, to detailed Architectural and 

Landscape Design. 

 

This approach involves specialists in 

various fields with whom V&L have 

developed a close working association, 

amongst others, ecologists, natural 

science specialists, archaeologists, 

anthropologists, sociologists, architects, 

engineers, and town and regional 

planners. 

 

 

 

EXPERTISEEXPERTISEEXPERTISEEXPERTISE    
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ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNINGENVIRONMENTAL PLANNINGENVIRONMENTAL PLANNINGENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING    

 

 

 

Environmental planning is a holistic 

approach to master planning whereby 

all aspects of the environment are 

studied and measured against the 

development requirement. 

 

This process enables planners and 

developers to clearly understand the 

opportunities and constraints of a site.  

 

This approach is one built on the 

principle of sustainability, and guides 

the development towards an 

ecologically sustainable, economically 

viable and aesthetically acceptable 

solution.  

 

Common examples of such work are 

game parks and resource areas, eco-

tourism ventures, recreation and 

conservation areas. 

 

The process promotes the integration 

of social, economic and environmental 

factors in the planning, implementation 

and evaluation of decisions. 
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Important Projects Important Projects Important Projects Important Projects undertaken by V&L undertaken by V&L undertaken by V&L undertaken by V&L in the field of Environmental Planningin the field of Environmental Planningin the field of Environmental Planningin the field of Environmental Planning::::    
 

 

1978 Pilanesberg National Park 

Planning and Management 

Proposals. Bophuthatswana 

Dept of Agriculture, Mafikeng. 
 

1997 Tswaing Crater Museum. 

National Cultural History 

Museum, Pretoria. 

 

1997 Zimbali Forest Estate. Moreland 

Estates (Pty) Limited. Durban, 

Kwa-Zulu Natal. 

 

2003 Management Plan- Kirthar 

National Park, Govt. of Pakistan 

and Hagler Bailey, Pakistan. 

 

2006 El Maha Hunting Estate 

Morocco. Development 

Master plan. H.H. Sheikh 

Mohammad Bin Zayed Al 

Nahyan. Crown Prince Abu 

Dhabi. 

 

2006 Buffelspoort Dam Resource 

Management Plan, DWAF, 

Rustenburg. 

 

2007 Broodboom Eco-Estate, 

Bridgeroute Group of 

Companies , Middleburg, 

Mpumalanga. 

 

2007 Goosebay Eco Estate, Master 

planning, VLDC, Vaal river, 

Parys, Freestate. 

 

2008 Coega Ridge Master Planning, 

Nu-way, Port Elizabeth 

 

2009 Modder B Conservation Plan, 

Kiron (Pty) Ltd, Benoni 

 

2009 Lekgalameetse Nature Reserve 

Master Plan, Limpopo Tourism 

and Parks, Polokwane 

 

2009 Mpumalanga Tourism Parks 

Agency Seven Priority Reserve 

Integrated Management Plan, 

MTPA 

 

2010 Visual Analysis for the 

Mbombela Stadium 

Powerline, Netgroup, 

Nelspruit 

 

2010 Vegetation Rehabilitation Visual 

Analysis for the Mbombela 

Stadium Powerline, Netgroup, 

Nelspruit 

 

2011 Barberton Tourism Route and 

Signage Planning, BATOBIC, 

Mpumalanga 

 

2011 Integrated Management Plan for 

Barberton Nature Reserve, 

BATOBIC and MTPA, 

Mpumalanga 
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ENVIRONMENTALENVIRONMENTALENVIRONMENTALENVIRONMENTAL    MANAGEMENTMANAGEMENTMANAGEMENTMANAGEMENT    

 

 
In order to achieve sound and 

sustainable development, a broad 

spectrum of environmental 

management tools are applied. 

 

Broadly defined under the umbrella of 

Integrated Environmental Management, 

these tools include: Environmental 

Impact Assessments (EIAs), Strategic 

Environmental Assessments (SEAs), 

Integrated Environmental Management 

Plans (IEMPs) and Environmental 

Management Plans (EMPs). 

 

This firm has always believed that 

correct ecological planning 

procedures will reduce the need for 

large impact assessments. 

 

EIAs, IEMPs, and EMPs encompass a 

host of environmental planning 

initiatives including aspects such as 

mitigation measures, rehabilitation 

procedures, monitoring, re-

introduction of species, etc. 

 

`` 
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Important Projects undertaken by V&L in the field of Environmental Management:Important Projects undertaken by V&L in the field of Environmental Management:Important Projects undertaken by V&L in the field of Environmental Management:Important Projects undertaken by V&L in the field of Environmental Management:    
 

1999 Ethiopia Roads; Environmental 

Impact Assessment of Seven 

Major Roads designated for 

Upgrading in Ethiopia. Ethiopia 

Roads Authority. 

 

2001 Lwakahle Concession Area, 

Kruger National Park; 

Development of tourist lodge, 

fly camps and 75km roads 

system in KNP. Riverledge Safari 

Lodge (Pty) Ltd. 

 

2001 Mutlumuvi Concession Area, 

Kruger National Park; 

Development of tourist lodge, 

fly camps and access roads in 

KNP. Kosi Forest Camp (Pty)Ltd. 

 

2002 Niewejaarskraal Diamond Mine, 

Northern Cape; EMPR for 

alluvial mine. Transhex 

Operations (Pty) Ltd. 

 

2003 Giriyondo Border Post, 

Makhadzi Picnic Spot and 

Giriyondo Access Road; EIA 

for new development. Kruger 

National Park. SANParks. 

 

2003 Schmidtsdrift Alluvial Diamond 

Mine, Northern Cape; EMPR for 

alluvial mine. New Diamond 

Corporation (Pty) Ltd. 

 

2003 Environmental Management 

System: Niewejaarskraal Alluvial 

Diamond Mine, Northern Cape. 

Transhex Operations (Pty) Ltd. 

 

2003 Heidelbergkloof Estate. EIA and 

Environmental Auditing, 

Environmental Management. 

Koppie Eiendomme Edms Bpk. 

Heidelberg. 

 

2004 DWAF Environmental Best 

Practice Guidelines and 

Specifications. Department of 

Water Affairs and Forestry. 

 

2004 DWAF Environmental Site 

Management and 

Rehabilitation Guidelines & 

Awareness Course. 

Department of Water Affairs 

and Forestry. 

 

2005 Mardadi Hotel, Golf and 

Residential Resort, EIA, 

Meadow Star Investments 28 

(Pty)LTD. 

 

2005 Environmental Control Officer: 

Mohales Gate and Sterkfontein 

Caves development – Cradle 

of Humankind. GDACEL 

 

2006 Environmental Good Practice 

Guidelines for the 

Development of Transfrontier 

Conservation Areas. Peace 

Parks Foundation. 

 

2009 SADC Head Quarters 

(Gaberone)  Landscape 

Auditing and Certification, Vela 

VKE,  Johannesburg 

 

2009 Mbombela Sport Stadium 

Water Supply ECO, Bigen Africa 

Services, Nelspruit. 

 

2009 Nelspruit Water Treatment 

Works Upgrade ECO, Bigen 

Africa Services, Nelspruit 

 

2009 Madiba and Roburnia Sawmills 

Decommissioning Basic 

Assessment, York Timbers, 

Sabie 

 

2009 Nelson Mandela Bay 

Municipality Proposed 

Windfarm VIA, SRK Consulting, 

Port Elizabeth 

 

2010 Hans Hoheisen Wildlife 

Research Station EIA, Peace 

Park Foundation, Stellenbosch 

 

2010 Meyersdal Equestrian Estate 

VIA, Armadillo Developments, 

Meyersdal 

 

2010 Idube Game Reserve Upgrade 

Exemption Application, Idube 

Game Reserve, Sabie Sands 

Wildtuin, Mpumalanaga 

 

2010 Taurus Road EIA Exclusion, York 

Timbers, Sabie 

 

2011 Egoli Gas Spatial Development 

EIA, GAPP Architects and 

Urban Designers, Johannesburg 

 

2011 Visual Impact Assessment for 

the Nelson Mandela Bay Wind 

Farm, SRK Consulting, Port 

Elizabeth 

 

2014 Krugersdorp Game Park

 Ecological Management 

Plan:Mogale City Metropolitan 

Municipality 
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LANDSCAPE LANDSCAPE LANDSCAPE LANDSCAPE PLANNING AND PLANNING AND PLANNING AND PLANNING AND DESIGNDESIGNDESIGNDESIGN    

 

 

 

 
Landscape design, primarily involves 

the large scale planning and detailed 

design of all manner of open space, 

including private, semi private and 

public environments. 

In this respect, Landscape Design 

involves the creation of functional, 

healthy and enjoyable exterior spaces, 

while at the same time protecting and 

enhancing the environment’s physical, 

ecological and aesthetic characteristics. 

This is applicable in both a natural and 

an urban context. 

Landscape Design embraces the 

philosophies of both environmental 

sustainability and spatial design. 
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Important Projects undertaken by V&L in the field of Important Projects undertaken by V&L in the field of Important Projects undertaken by V&L in the field of Important Projects undertaken by V&L in the field of Landscape Landscape Landscape Landscape Planning and Planning and Planning and Planning and DesignDesignDesignDesign::::    
 

1982 Berg-en-Dal Rest Camp. 

National Parks Board Kruger 

National Park. 

 

1985 Urban Landscape of the 

Alberton Boulevard. Alberton 

City Council, Alberton. 

 

1992 Church Street Pedestrianisation. 

City Council of Pretoria, 

Pretoria. 

 

1995 Melrose Arch. Precinct 

Landscape Design. Mine  

Pension Funds Properties. 

Johannesburg. 

 

1997 Kwa-Madiba Farm. Iscor, 

Umtata. 

 

1997 Melrose Arch Office Estate 

Development. Mine Pension 

Funds Properties. 

Johannesburg. 

 

1998 Emerald Safari Resort. Samrand 

Developments, Vanderbijlpark. 

 

1999 Moretele And Mamelodi 

Community Parks, Mamelodi 

Town Council, Pretoria 

 

1999 Southdowns Precinct. Urban 

and detail design. Centurus. 

Irene 

 

2000 Maropeng. Landscape Design. 

FSG. Cradle of Humankind  

 

2003 Wits University Development 

Framework. Wits University, 

Johannesburg. 

 

2003 Tinapa Business Resort. Calabar, 

Nigeria. 

 

2005 Leloko Lifestyle Estate, Precinct 

and Detail landscape design, 

ProjectProp, Hartebeespoort. 

 

2008 Masterplan Intervention: 

Umdloti Sibaya Link, Tongaat 

Hulett, Umdloti 

 

2008 Urban Design for University of 

Johannesburg, University of 

Johannesburg, Johannesburg 

 

2008 Eerste Fabrieke Urban Design 

Planning, Urban Dynamics, 

Pretoria 

 

2008 Coega Ridge Urban Design 

Planning, Nu-way, Port 

Elizabeth 

 

2008 Rainbow Junction Multiple 

Use Development, RBJ, 

Pretoria 

 

2008 Standard Bank SCC, Landscape 

Design Standard Bank, Midrand 

 

2008 Hillbrow, Berea & Yeoville 

Upgrade, GAPP Architects and 

Urban Designers, Johannesburg 

 

2008 Carr/Diagonal St  Landscape 

Upgrade, GAPP Architects and 

Urban Designers, Johannesburg 

 

2008 Pageview Vrededorp 

Fordsburg Landscape Upgrade, 

GAPP Architects and Urban 

Designers, Johannesburg 

 

2008 Dubai Family Adventure 

Ecopark – Nad Al Sheba, 

International Conservation 

Services, Dubai 

 

2008 Mooikloof Office Park 

Landscape Design – Mooikloof 

Estates, Pretoria 

 

2008 Lanseria Industrial Estate 

Landscape Design – Lanseria 

Trust One, Johannesburg 

 

2009 Sir Bani Yas Quarantine Facility 

Design,(Abu Dhabi) , 

International Conservation 

Management Consultancies, 

Dubai 

 

2009 St Paulus Recycling Village 

architectuiral and landscape 

design and construction 

supervision. St Paulus School, 

Pretoria.  Pro-Bono work 

 

2010 Rhodesfield Urban Design 

Framework, GAPP Architects 

and Urban Designers,  

Johannesburg 

 

2010 Meyersdal Equestrian Estate 

Master Planning, Armadillo 

Developments,  Meyersdal 

 

2011 New Gateways for Barberton, 

BATOBIC, Barberton.  

 

2011 Al Ansab Wetland landscape, 

Haya Water, Oman 

 

2012 Fairacres Events Sanctuary 

Landscape, Kuramo UK Ltd., 

Nigeria. 

 

2013 Al Nakhali Safari Park, His 

 Highness Sheikh Mohammed 

Bin Rashid Al Maktoun, Dubai  

 

2013 National Heritage Monu-ment 

Project, The National Heritage 

Project Company, Pretoria. 

 

2013 Union Buildings: Nelson 

Mandela Sculpture Land-

scape, Koketso Growth (Pty) 

Ltd, Pretoria 

 

2013 Delta Leisure Resort – Wildlife 

Park, SARNER PFN Resorts Ltd, 

Delta State, Nigeria  
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TOURISM TOURISM TOURISM TOURISM MASTER MASTER MASTER MASTER PLANNINGPLANNINGPLANNINGPLANNING    

 

 

 

 
V&L have been involved in tourism 

master planning throughout Southern 

Africa for more than a decade, playing a 

pivotal role in the planning and 

implementation of the Transfrontier 

Conservation Areas for the Peace Parks 

organisation and the Department of 

Environmental Affairs and Tourism. The 

company has pioneered a planning 

process based on the 4 primary 

determinants of a successful tourism 

development i.e. Access, Amenities, 

Attractions and Awareness. 
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Important Projects undertaken by V&L in the field of Tourism Planning:Important Projects undertaken by V&L in the field of Tourism Planning:Important Projects undertaken by V&L in the field of Tourism Planning:Important Projects undertaken by V&L in the field of Tourism Planning:    
 

2003 Greater Limpopo Transfrontier 

Park. Peace Parks Foundation & 

Limpopo National Park. 

 

2003 Tourism Business Opportunities 

for 10 Limpopo Provincial 

Reserves. Limpopo Tourism 

and Parks Board. 

 

2005 Tourism Planning: Lesotho 

TFCA. Peace Parks Foundation. 

 

2005 Pafuri Integrated Development 

Plan. Peace Parks Foundation. 

 

2005 Tourism Planning: /Ai- /Ais 

Richtersveld. Peace Parks 

Foundation. 

 

2006 Sehlabathebe National Park 

Tourism Development and 

Management Plan. Peace Parks 

Foundation. 

 

2006 Songimvelo-Malolotja TFCA 

IRTP, Peace Parks Foundation. 

 

2007 Kavango Zambezi TFCA 

(KAZA), Peace Parks 

Foundation. 

 

2007 Limpopo Provincial Reserves: 

Marketing Material. Limpopo 

Tourism and Parks Board. 

 

2007 Songimvelo-Malolotja JMP, 

Peace Parks Foundation. 

 

2008 TFCA short term infrastructure 

and investment opportunities 

2010, DEAT 

 

2009 Limpopo Shashe TFCA, 

(Greater Mapungubwe TFCA) 

Peace Parks Foundation. 

 

2009 Tourism Pre-feasibility study at 

Goegap, Doornkloof & 

Rolfontein Provincial Nature 

Reserves, Northern Cape DTEC, 

Kimberley 

 

2009 Boundless Southern Africa 

Inaugural Expedition, DEAT 

 

2009 Wildebeestkuil Rock Art Centre 

Planning, Northern Cape 

NCEDA, Kimberley 

 

2009 Lekgalameetse Nature Reserve: 

Tourism Master Plan. Limpopo 

Tourism and Parks Board. 

 

2010 Mpumalanga Protected Areas 

Tourism Master Plan: Blyde 

Canyon, Manyeleti, 

Mathethomusha, Songimvelo, 

Loskop Dam, Mabusa and 

Mdala NR’s, Mpumalanga 

Tourism Parks Agency 

 

2010 Riemvasmaak Tourism Master 

Plan, Northern Cape 

Economic Development 

Agency 

 

2011 Khor Kalba Mixed Use Tourism 

and Conservation 

Development Master Plan, 

Sharjah Investment and 

Development Authority, UAE 
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EMPOWERMENT INITIATIEMPOWERMENT INITIATIEMPOWERMENT INITIATIEMPOWERMENT INITIATIVESVESVESVES    

 

V&L endeavours to provide landscape 

architectural expertise and skills in the 

field of Landscape Architecture through 

project development, research and 

training. 

 

This is conducted over a wide field for 

the improvement of the quality of life of 

all South Africans. 

 

• V&LV&LV&LV&L is committed to the highest 

level of expertise and professionalism. 

 

• V&LV&LV&LV&L believes that the natural and 

urban environment requires 

reconstruction and development to deal 

with the impact of previous political 

dispensations. 

 

• V&LV&LV&LV&L upholds a value system that 

stresses equal opportunities and 

distances itself from discrimination based 

on gender, age, creed or colour. 

 

• V&LV&LV&LV&L is committed to a programme 

of affirmative action to advance those 

that have been historically 

disadvantaged. 

 

The profession of landscape architecture 

is relatively young in South Africa and, as 

such, has not yet managed to attract 

many students from disadvantaged 

communities. 

 

In the absence of suitably qualified 

affirmative candidates, V&L has 

approached the solution to this problem 

in a different way, to firstly promote the 

profession, and secondly to provide 

financial support to HDI students. 

 

In 1998, the company took the first, and 

then only, local black student of 

landscape architecture, Mr Thabo 

Munyai, under its wing. 

 

Financial assistance was made available 

for university fees and Thabo was 

employed on a part time basis. Thabo 

graduated in 2003 and is now a 

successful landscape architect. 

 

V&L continued with this programme in 

2007, when they appointed Ntsebo 

Mofoka, a landscape architectural 

student at the University of Pretoria. 

Ntsebo received on the job training and 

support from the firm during her tenure 

at university. 

 

V&L has also built up a close working 

relationship with a famous local sculptor, 

Mr. Ike Mkoana in support of his work. 

V&L have provided work space and 

display areas for Ike at their Pretoria 

offices, and assist with his administrative 

requirements.  

 

His works continue to be actively 

promoted by the company. 

 

 

 
 

 


